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been politically active. A 

strong delegation from 

SWASAP visited the 

nation's capital in March, 

urging our United States 

Congressional Delegations 

to vote for President 

Obama's increase in TRiO 

funding for the FY2012 

budget period. I encourage 

each member to call their 

representative and explain 

how difficult it is to serve 

students with limited 

funds. Be aware of the 

alerts sent out by COE and 

take action on them during 

your lunch break or before 

or after work. COE makes 

it so easy for us by crafting 

the message. All that you 

need to do is copy and 

paste it into an email or 

make the phone calls, but 

the key is to take the time 

to do it. You need to be an 

advocate for your students 

and your program! 

 

The board has been 

working to secure future 

leaders in our region. We 

h a v e  n i n e  T R I O 

professionals who are 

participating in the 

Emerging leaders Institute 

under the direction of Jeff 

Kahlden and  Rene 

Guillaume. This leadership 

training will prepare them 

for future leadership 

positions at the state and 

regional levels. 

 

 

I want to begin by 

thanking the memberships 

of Louisiana, New Mexico/

West Texas, Oklahoma 

and Texas for the gracious 

hospitality I received at 

each of the state's annual 

conferences. I attended 

some amazing programs 

which made me proud to 

be part of SWASAP. I am 

looking forward to 

attending the Arkansas 

State Conference in the 

fall. SWASAP was not 

only the first region in the 

nation, but I believe, it is 

also the strongest leader in 

our nation. 

 

Take pride in knowing that 

your board has been 

working hard for you this 

year to ensure that we 

advanced educational 

opportunity in our region. 

We have been working to 

develop regional resources 

that directly impact TRIO 

participants. Planning is 

underway for the 2011 

S W A S A P  S t u d e n t 

Leadership Conference at 

the Riverbend Retreat 

Center in Glen Rose, 

Texas. SLC dates are 

September 30 - October 

2nd 2011. Make sure to 

mark your calendars and 

plan to attend with your 

students. 

 

Your SWASAP board has 

Finally, we have been 

working as a region to 

meet our Fair Share. It is 

up to each SWASAP 

member to pay their Fair 

Share and to also make 

sure that their host 

institution has paid their 

Institutional Membership. 

If you have any questions 

or need assistance with this 

please email me at 

eversd@okstate.edu or call 

at 405-744-4214 and I will 

be happy to assist you in 

these efforts. The Fair 

Share committee has been 

working extremely hard. I 

am very proud of their 

efforts. 

 

There are so many exciting 

activities taking place in 

the SWASAP region and I 

am honored and privileged 

to be able to represent our 

membership. SWASAP 

consistently leads the 

nation in defending and 

advancing educational 

opportunity. 

 

I want to thank each of 

your for all you do for 

TRIO and I look forward 

to seeing you in November 

at the 40th Annual 

SWASAP Conference at 

the Renaissance Hotel in 

Oklahoma City. 

 

I Am TRiO, 

 

Deborah Evers 

Dear SWASAP Colleagues: 

Check us out on 

Facebook!  And visit the 

website frequently for 

news!   

www.swasaptrio.org  



Page 2 The TRiO Advocate 

 ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ¦Ǉ ²ƛǘƘ .ƭŀŎƪ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΚ  

In celebration of Black History month, Student Support Services (SSS) offered a challenge to the students of Southern 
University at Shreveport.  The challenge was άIƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΚέ 

To explore this challenge, SSS sponsored a Quiz Bowl where two groups of students demonstrated their mastery of 
Black History in categories like sports, music, medical, art/theater, education and local, Shreveport/Bossier, trailblazers. 

Before the Quiz Bowl commenced, there was a poignant media presentation of ά[ƛŦǘ 9ǾΩǊȅ ±ƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ {ƛƴƎΣέ (produced 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭƳ ƛƴ DƛƭŜŀŘΣ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜύΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǘƛǊǊƛƴƎ ƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ 5ǊΦ aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ YƛƴƎΣ WǊΦΩǎ 
Speech, άL IŀǾŜ ŀ 5ǊŜŀƳέ by Mr. Leathon MaGee. 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ άYŀǇǇŀέ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ aǊΦ /ƭƛŦŦƻǊŘ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎΣ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛƻƭƻƎȅΣ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ 
coach; and the Afro-American Society Club, with Mr. Willie Burton, Professor of History, serving as coach. 

The ñKappaò Society consisted of Ms. Mickey Lathon, Ms. Tamesha Killingsworth, Ms. Marva P. Johnson, Ms. 

Bianca Bell, Ms. Catrice Hill and Ms. Codey Coutee; and the Afro-American Society consisted of  Ms. Mona 

Barnett, Ms. Terica Goldsmith, Mr. Tyrone Sample, Mr. Darryl Waker, Mr. Eugene Wallace and Mr. Kenneth 

Wallace. 
 

There were five (5) adjudicators to verify the answers; they were Ms. Casey Ferrand, reporter for KTBS, Channel 3 
News; Mr. Craig Lee, Community Advocate; Ms. Deloris Surles, Transfer Specialist, SSS; and Dr. Mary Jackson, 
Shreveport Attorney.   After a heated and fast-paced 30 minute round, moderated by Ms. Patricia W. Flanagan, English 
Instructor, the winning team was the Afro-American Society who received trophies and $50.00 each.  All participants 
received a certificate of participation from SSS. 
 

The sponsors for the Quiz Bowl were:  Dr. Orella Brazile, Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs; Mr. Robert Hudson, 
Assistant Professor for Electronics Technology;  Dr. Mary Jackson,  Shreveport Attorney; Ms. Tiffany Manning, Tutor 
Coordinator for SSS; Mrs. Valley C. Payne, Director for SSS; and Mr. Dameoyn Woodley, Tutorial Lab Technician for 
SSS.   
 
Other participants included:  Monitors:  The Late Mr. Warner Brown, Director for Electronics Technology, Ms. Jennifer 
Green, English Instructor, Ms. Regina Winn, Budget Officer, Mr. Olden Wright, Math Instructor. 
Score Keepers:  Ms. RaTonya Bennett, 
Counselor, Ms. Elaine Bailey, Educational 
Specialist, SSS 
Time Keeper:  Mr. Draper Wright, 
Business Officer 
 
SSS, a department in the Division of 
Academic Affairs, is a Federal Funded 
Program which provides a comprehensive 
Advisement Program to meet the 
academic, personal, social and career 
planning needs of its participants. 
 

The Quiz Bowl was for educational and 
entertainment purposes only.  

LASAP News 
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 Things are always moving in Oklahoma, and these past few months have been no exception. 

The ODSA TRiO Day celebration was held February 23 at the Oklahoma state capitol with the theme 

of òTRiO: Keeper of the Dream.ó It was another great success, thanks in large part to Brina Ford, TRiO 

Day Chair, and the committee. More than 850 participants from across the state attended. In 

addition to several exceptional keynote speakers, four TRiO students inspired the body with their 

personal testimonials.  In collaboration with this event, the ODSA Emerging Leaders class organized 

and carried out a very successful service project in working with the Hugs Project, which provides 

services to our military personnel.  

 

 In March, seventeen ODSA members  traveled to Washington, D.C. to participate in the COE 

Leadership Summit and Policy Seminar. All seven congressional offices were visited and many great 

dialogues were started and/or continued. We were pleased to have such great representation on 

the Hill and are motivated to continue fighting for our TRiO students. This event also served as the 

òunveilingó of our new ODSA TRiO Fact Booklets. A special thanks goes out to James Rupp and Sara 

Barnett -Flores for their dedication with this project. Each of our congressmen received a copy of this 

publication and were educated about the current state of TRiO programs in Oklahoma.  

 

 Last but not least, we held the ODSA Annual Conference in Tulsa at the Doubletree Warren 

Place March 29 ñApril 1. There were 155 ODSA members in attendance to proudly celebrate the 

legacy and the hope that TRiO stands for in our state. Keynote speakers Heather Valentine (COE), 

Jim Stovall (author, speaker, Emmy Award winner), and Vice -Chief Justice Tom Colbert (Oklahoma 

Supreme Court) provided insight and inspiration at our Plenary sessions. We also revealed our 2011 

ODSA TRiO Achiever, Leticia Burkhalter (Southeastern Oklahoma State University, SSS & EOC 

programs) at the conference as she shared her story. We had several great workshop presenters 

provide training opportunities, resources, and lots of beneficial information. The ODSA ELI class 

sponsored the Fair Share Silent Auction/Live Auction, with more than $2,800 raised! One last special 

thanks goes out to SWASAP President Deborah Evers and SWASAP Past President Barry Lofton for 

their continued leadership and guidance. Congratulations to the entire conference committee for 

a job well done!  

ODSA Update       

The TASSSP delegation for Policy Seminar 2011 included the following members:  

 Jeff Kahlden & John Turntine, Weatherford College  

 Martin Lopez, Michael Cook, & Julie Arias, West Texas A&M University  

 Keylan Morgan, Texas State University  

 Lethia White, Silvia Lozano, & Desiree Padron, University of North Texas  

 Valton Stinson, Texas A&M University -Kingsville 

 James Spigner, Richland College  

 Dawana Lewis, University of Houston -Downtown  

  Silvia and Desiree are alumni of the Talent Search and SSS program at University of 

North Texas also.   

  All together the group made 34 individual visits to each congressional and senatorial 

offices on Tuesday, March 8, 2011.  The group was able to meet with someone from each 

office and included a visit to freshman Representative Bill Floresõs office. 

TASSSP News 



 

TRiO Day Celebration, February 25 and 26, 2011ðNMWTASAP  

 

Richard Vigil, State Representative, San Miguel and Torrance Counties sponsored TRiO Day and 

originated the House Memorial which was read on the House Floor February 25. 

There were 97 attendees in the Rotundað74 students, 20 staff, and 4 guest speakers, Richard Vigil, 

Fidel Trujillo, Dean of Students, NMHU; Michael Lopez, Field Representative, Senator Udallôs Office 

& TRiO Achiever 2009ðread the House Memorial in the Rotunda 

Group tours of the Round House were conducted 

A cultural activity at the New Mexico History Museum located in Old Town Plaza was well attendedð

organized by Jane Abbott 

Banquet at Santa Fe Community College concluded the events of Day 1 

Day 2 events resumed at Santa Fe Community College to include Ice Breakers and Financial Literacy 

Games 

Attendees who participated in all or partial events for TRiO Dayð NMHU/SSS & UB; UNM/SSS/

EOC & McNair;  UNM-Gallup/SSS; ENMU/SSS & UB; CNM/SSS; SFCC/SSS 

T Ri O  D a y  A c t i v i t i e s 
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TRiO:  Keeper of the Dream 

Oklahoma TRIO Day 2011ðBrina Ford, Chair 

 

 The Oklahoma Division of Student Assistance (ODSA) proudly held TRiO Day 2011 at the Oklahoma State Capitol on 

February 23, 2011. The theme for this year was ñTRiO:  Keeper of the Dreamò. TRiO was represented well,  as more than 850 

participants from across the state packed the capitol. 

 

 Lt. Governor Todd Lamb started the proceedings with a grand 

welcome and the presentation of the official Proclamation from Governor 

Mary Fallin, proclaiming this to be National TRiO Day in the State of 

Oklahoma.  SWASAP Past President Barry Lofton served as Master of 

Ceremonies and introduced each of the dignitaries who spoke in support of 

TRiO.   Speakers included Senator Constance Johnson, Vice Chancellor for 

Student Services Dr. Kermit McMurray (Oklahoma State Regents), Josh 

Grogis (Field Representative for Congressman Tom Cole), Dan Mahoney 

(Vice President Oklahoma City Thunder), Representative Mike Shelton and 

Representative Anastasia Pittman (2009 National TRiO Achiever). 

 

 One of the great highlights was listening to four outstanding 

personal testimonies from TRiO students Steven Fisher (East Central 

University - Veterans Upward Bound), Debria Schuler (Cameron University 

- Student Support Services), Aturo Federico (University of Central 

Oklahoma - McNair Scholars Program) and Ariel Henderson (OSU - OKC 

Upward Bound).   Each student shared their stories and spoke eloquently 

about the impact that TRiO programs have made on their lives. These 

students perfectly represented everything that is great about TRiO programs. 

 

In addition to everything going on inside the capitol, there were great things happening outside, as well. The ODSA 

Emerging Leaders class collaborated with the Hugs Project for the annual service project. Under the leadership of the ELI 

members, over 35 large boxes of needed items and over 1200 letters of support  for our service men and women  were collected 

on site as programs arrived at 

the capitol. Each program 

was challenged to organize 

collection drives on their 

respective campuses and 

schools, and thanks to these 

efforts it was determined that 

the goals for the service 

project were more than met. 

 

All in all, it was 

evident that TRiO programs 

are alive and well in the state 

of Oklahoma as staff and 

students from across the state 

united to bring TRiO Day to 

life once again.   

 

A special "Thank 

You" to the TRiO Day 

Committee - without each of 

you our  TRiO Day 

Celebration would not have 

been the success that it was!  

TRiO Works!  
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Student speakers inspired the body at ODSA TRiO Day! 

Ariel Henderson, Arturo Federico, Steven Fisher, and Debria Schuler 

TRiO Student  Support Services, Southern University at ShreveportðLASAP 

Reads Across America 

 

     Excitement, adventure and fun were the ñbuzzò words echoed throughout this time for school aged children and TRiO 

personnel alike.  According to the 1986 Congressional Resolution, National TRiO Day was set aside to focus the nationôs 

ñattention on the needs of disadvantaged young people and adults aspiring to improve their lives, to the necessary investment if  

they are to become contributing citizens of the country, and to the talent which will be wasted if that investment is not made.ò 

     TRiO Day has since been proclaimed a National Day of Service.  To commemorate this celebration, programs are encouraged 

to perform some type of community service-as a way for TRiO to give back to their community and, at the same time, say thank 

you for its support. 

     This year, in conjunction with the observance of TRiO Day, Student Support Services (SSS) also chose to participate in the 

National Education Associationôs Read Across America-an annual reading motivation and awareness program to celebrate the 

birthday of childrenôs author, Dr. Seuss.  This program emphasizes the importance of and calls for every child across the country 

to celebrate reading. 

     On March 2, 2011, SSS staff spent 

countless minutes reading to at least ten 

(10) different classes of eager boys and 

girls at Northside Elementary School.  

Dozens of eyes sparkled and danced as 

the Director of the program, Valley C. 

Payne, and her staffers: Deloris Surles, 

Tiffany Manning, Elaine Bailey and 

Dameoyn Woodley imparted their public 

recitations and personal interpretations 

of various Seussô tales.  The Principal, 

Dr. Cindy Frazier and students 

expressed  their sincere appreciation and 

extended a standing invitation for an 

encore visit  to Northside.  The smiles 

and happy faces were evidence that the 

team, SSS and Dr. Seuss, had quite an 

impact on the bevy of young minds. 



Congratulations to Student 

Support Servicesõ (SSS) 

Tutorial Program for being 

Nationally Certified by 

College Reading and 

Lea rn ing  As s oc ia t i on 

(CRLA), Level II for the next 

five (5) years.  

 

 SSS continues to strive to 

improve and upgrade its 

Tutorial Services so that only 

top -notch services and A -

one tutors are available.   

 

The certification included 

20 hours of training and 

evaluation. Each Tutor 

exceeded the number of 

tutoring hours needed for 

the certification. This 

certification was due in part 

to Ms. Tiffany Manning, 

Coordinator of Tutorial 

Services who provided the 

t r a i n i n g  a n d 

documentation for this 

accomplishment.    

 

SSS remains committed to 

excellence in helping 

students overcome class, 

social, academic and 

cultural barriers in higher 

education . 

òThe science lab and the tutors are a life saver,ó stated Bonita Ware, SUSLA Student  

 

òThe math labs really meet my needs as a non-traditional student. I am grateful for services like the 

tutorial labs,ó stated Senais Edwards, SUSLA & SSS Student.   

 

 òI am so thankful for the math lab, with the help of the tutors. I do not know if I would be able to pass 

Math 133,ó stated Myesha Collins, SUSLA & SSS Student  

 

òI thought I would never comprehend my Physical Science class until I started attending the Science 

Lab. The tutors made learning fun and understandable,ó stated Eric Wells, SUSLA & SSS student 

 

Andrea Hughes SUSLA & SSS 

student reported, òI thought I 

could never get this math 

together, but with the help of 

the math lab, I feel confident 

that I will pass my class.ó  

 

òI did not think writing a paper 

in MLA format would be this 

simple. Thanks to the English 

tutors, òstated Shonda Volson, 

SUSLA & SSS student.  

 

òThe tutoring labs are 

convenient to my needs. The 

tutors are great and Ms. 

Manning is always nice, 

friendly and willing to help,ó 

stated Tanesalyn Scott, SUSLA 

& SSS Student. 
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What are students saying about Student Support Servicesõ Tutoring Labs? 

Justified!  Confirmed!  Warranted!  Validated!  Verified!  

Student Support Services (SSS) Tutorial Program  

LASAP News 



Make plans to attend with your students!    

Rosario Riley and Jeff Kahlden, 2011 SLC Co -Chairs  

The Archives Committee is seeking historical SWASAP materials to be added 

to the SWASAP archives.    If you have older conference booklets, or other 

materials relating to SWASAPõs long and strong history, please email 

electronic versions to Earl Lee at earl_lee@subr.edu . 
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TRiO Works! 


