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The TRi0 Advaocate

A word from President Evers
Dear SWASAP Colleagues:

“To advance and defend
the ideal of equal
educational opportunity
for all TRiO eligible
individuals by providing
its members the guidance
and support needed to
foster those activities
necessary to cause the
target population to
persist in achieving their
educational goals”, this is
the mission of SWASAP.
Take pride in knowing that
your board has been
working hard for you this
year to ensure that we
advanced educational
opportunity in our region.

Your SWASAP Board has
been politically active. In
May, Past President
Lofton, President Elect
Bates and I attended the
COE Board meeting in
Washington, D.C. We
were each able to follow
up on the Congressional
meetings held during
Policy Seminar. This is an
increasingly difficult time
we are living in and we
have to increase our
voices. We need to be
heard and we need to put a
stop to “The War on
Poverty” that is currently
taking place in
Washington, D.C. Be
aware of the alerts sent out
by COE and take action on
them during your lunch
break or before or after

work. COE makes it so
easy for us by crafting the
message. All that you
need to do is copy and
paste it into an email or
make the phone calls, but
the key is to take the time
to do it. You need to be an
advocate for your
students and your
program!

Congratulations,
SWASAP!!! We met our
Fair Share for the year
2010-2011!!! It was up to
each member and our
member institutions  to
support the cause of
equality in education.
Thank you for all your
efforts! As you know, we
can never rest on our heels,
the 2011-2012 campaign
has begun and we want to
again be a region that
meets its Fair Share.  If
you have any questions or
need assistance with this
please email me at
eversd@okstate.edu or call
at 405-744-4214 and 1 will
be happy to assist you in
these efforts.

There are so many exciting
activities taking place in
the SWASAP region:

Planning is underway for
the 2011 SWASAP
Student Leadership
Conference at the
Riverbend Retreat Center

SWASAP

in Glenrose, Texas. SLC
dates are September 30 —
October 2™ 2011. Make
sure to mark your
calendars and plan to
attend with your students.

Our annual conference is
right around the corner.
Remember to check out
our website at
www.swasaptrio.org  for
information on
registration, membership,
program ads and exhibits.
I look forward to seeing
you in November at the
40™  Annual SWASAP
Conference at the
Renaissance Hotel in
Oklahoma City.

I Am TRiO,

Deborah Evers
SWASAP President
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Annual Conference 2
State Updates 3-7
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Check us out on Facebook! And visit the
website frequently for news!
www.swasaptrio.org

TRIO
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ark your calendars! The
40th  Annual SWASAP
Conference will be held Sunday,

40th Annual Conference November 6, 2011 — Wednesday,
November 6-9, 2011 November 9, 2011 at the Renaissance

Oklahoma City, OK . Spa.
Renaissance Hotel a1

ting in merica's Tuture

*  Educational Opportunity Centers

*  McNair * Student Support Services *  Talent Search  *

Oklahoma City Convention Hotel and

As always, all early investors will
receive the luxury of an early bird
conference rate of $375.00 thru
Thursday, September 15, 2011.  Wow!

Upward Bound *  Upward Bound Math-Science *  Veterans Upward Bound Th a t) sa $7 5 SaVingS!

Advocate:

One who
supports or
promotes
the
interests of

another.

TRi0 and
You!

The following link reveals the priceless
opportunities which await you as you
register for the 2011 SWASAP
Conference: http://www.cvent.com/d/3dqy9d. The preceding link will also
provide each investor an overview of the City of Oklahoma City, the Conference
Hotel, and the SWASAP web page as added interest.

Your support and attendance are valuable assets to the continued legacy of the
investment in TRIO programs; therefore, your insights, expertise, and support
are needed in the following areas: Workshop Presentations, Walk/Run
Fundraiser, Program Ads, and Talent Show. As a valued stakeholder of the
TRIO community, your registration investment will unlock the conference’s
priceless fortunes of professional and social networking, community and
governmental relations, Best Practices of TRIO programs, technology resources,
community service, and the reenergizing of your professional commitment to
service the low income and/or potential first generation college student.

Did you know you can remit your SWASAP Membership dues now? Of course, you can! Ifyou
registered online for the conference, it would be helpful if you put a note to that affect with your check
and send it to our SWASAP Treasurer Keylan Morgan at the following address.

Can’t attend the conference this year? Don’t let that stop you from being a member of your regional
association. We encourage you to continue your membership which helps us do the work of the
association for the students we serve!  You can find a membership form at the SWASAP website,
download, complete and send along with your $30 membership dues to Keylan at the address below.
Thank you for your support of SWASAP, TRiO and our students!!!

Keylan Morgan, SWASAP Treasurer ay ' Email: keylan@txstate.edu

Director, Upward Bound
601 University Drive

The Long House

San Marcos TX 78666

. Phone: 512-821-0025
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AASAP News

University officials conferred a total of 263 degrees, including 227 Bachelor of Arts degrees,
23 Bachelor of Science degrees, eight Bachelor of Music degrees and five Bachelor of
Music Education degrees. The Saturday morning service, held on the lawn of Quachita’s
historic Cone-Bottoms Hall, was part of the university's yearlong 125% anniversary
celebration.

Ouachita’s 2011 graduating class featured more than 100 honor graduates, including 20
who graduated summa cum laude
with a grade point average of 3.95
or higher, 39 who graduated
magna cum laude (3.75 GPA) and
49 who graduated cum laude (3.5
GPA). University officials also
recognized 12 graduates who
completed Quachita’'s Carl
Goodson Honors Program and 21
members of the Alpha Chi national
honor society.

OBU S$SS participants and mentors
can never say good-byel!
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AASAP News

SSS TRIO students Alicia Langston, Latasha Dale, Lesley Thomas and Manessa Johnson celebrate
graduation at the University of Arkansas in Little Rock.

LASAP News

Stanley Riley, a recent Southern University at New Orleans (SUNO)
Business Entrepreneurship graduate and SSS participant has been
accepted to the Hyatt Regency Management Development Program
in New Orleans.

The Hyatt Regency New Orleans opens in November 2011 and is
looking for thirty-one (31) recent college graduates to participate in
this program. The program starts September 2011 with cross functional
training in Food & Beverages and Rooms. Parficipants will rotate
through various roles and departments. The length of the program is
one year which includes a mentorship program, classroom and
experiential learning, and opportunities to learn about the operations
in a hotel opening environment. Upon successfully completing the
program Mr. Riley will have the opportunity to work for any Hyaftt
Regency property. Thank you to Dr. Lewis for advising and mentoring
Mr. Riley on his graduation from SUNO and thank you to Ms. Pamela
Bentley for coordinating this great internship opportunity for our SUNO
students. “If takes a village to raise a child.”

Congratulations to Mr. Stanley Riley from the entire SUNO SSS TRiO Program.
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LASAP News

Southern University at New Orleans sponsored
a speech contest on April 6, 2011. The speech
contest was entitled “Voices for Change: A Campus
Wide Competition.” Contestants worked for two
months to prepare for the speaking engagement.
They were judged by a panel consisting of faculty
and administration. Moreover, the contest had an
American Idol flare as the audience had a vote as
well.

Five students participated and Ms. Lauren C.
Robinson, a Southern University at New Orleans
Student Support Services participant and Peer
Mentor, received an EXTREMELY strong maijority
vote!l Her speech focused on the Louisiana Lions —
Camp Pelican organization. This organization sponsors a camp for children with
respiratory disorders. As a result of Ms. Robinson’s tenacious speech, the Louisiana
Lions Camp Pelican received a monetary award of $100.00.

Miss Rickeia Selmon is a Southern University at
New Orleans (SUNO) Student Support Services
Participant /Biology major, who received a Scholarship
for Excellence in Natural Sciences. Two SUNO faculty
members, Dr. Tietzel and Dr. Omojola, recommended
Miss Selmon for the Scholarship, which will enable her to
start research in her field of Dentistry. Miss Selmon
advised, “I would like to thank the Student Support
Services Program for helping me to grow personally and
professionally, as well as, the Biology Department of
Southern University at New Orleans for encouraging me
to believe in myselt and my abilities. Also, thanks for
challenging me to realize that the sky is the limit.”

On behalf of the SSS staft we would like to
congratulate Miss Selmon on her accomplishments.

Have you checked lately to be sure your 2009 and 2010 Conference Registrations and
Membership Dues are paid? SWASAP has several outstanding registrations and we would
like to get these reconciled. Please follow up with your business office and with SWASAP
Treasurer Keylan Morgan to take care of this matter. Thank you!

Keylan’s contact info:
Email: keylan@txstate.edu
Phone: 512-821-0025
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LASAP News

Upward Bound Student Named
Urban League of Greater New Orleans
Student of the Year

University of New Orleans Classic Upward Bound student,
Sharett Brooks, was recently acknowledged as the Urban League
of Greater New Orleans’ Student of
scholarship at the organi Z7atAs@an’ s
four year participant seuhnytdemeaaord BoO
and bright mind were regularly seen both in and out of the
classroom. Administrators, instructors, and tutors at Upward
Bound all had the pleasure of watching Ms. Brooks mature into a
quiet yet forceful leader among her peers; always eager to meet a
challenge, Ms. Brooks often led the way in class projects as well as
during community service projects and college tours. At her home
school, McDonogh 35, Ms. Brooks maintained a 3.39 GPA and
served both as the Senior Class Treasurer and Student Council
officer.

In 2008 Sharett collaborated with her fellow Upward Bound peer,
Jacie Lemon, in directing the short film, Reel Earth: Going Green,
which highlights the airboat journey of Sharett and Jacie in the Louisiana wetlands as they learn about the
consequences of the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (MRGO). The film may be viewed on YouTube, http:/
www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtER4GQWfHU.

The Urban League’s Student of the Year award i s
throughout the greater New Orleans area. Compet i ng students are chosen
Student of the Week program, which honors student achievements publicly through local news media
features and places honorees in the running for the annual scholarship prize. Students must be
nomi nated by academi c, religious or community | eade!
academic achievement, community service, peer leadership, perseverance in the face of adversity, and
positive attitude.
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Ms. Brooks, a rising college freshman, will be using the scholarship to help fund her studies at Dillard
University in New Orleans, Louisiana.

Calling all TRiO Alum!
More than ever before, we need to rally around and support TRiO programs.
Please contact your former students and get them connected with our
SWASAP Alumni so that we can continue to work together and advance

educational opportunities for our students!
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ODSA News

The University of Central Okl ahoma’s McNair Schc
2010-2011 graduating seniors.

Armando Valencia graduated with a Bachelor
of Science in Biology and was
commissioned into the United States Army
this past fall 2010 and is proudly serving our
country.

Latrina Bray graduated fall 2010 with a
Bachelor of Science in Biology and is
currently attending the University of
Okl ahoma Heal th Scien
of Physical Therapy program.

Shaquita Banks graduated with a Bachelor of
Science in Biology spring 2011. She has

been accepted and has enrolled in the University of Oklahoma College Of Medicine PhD
program in Neuroscience.
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Vanessa Canfield graduated spring 2011 with a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics. She is
pursuing a Master of Science in Mathematics at the University of Arkansas and after
obtaining her masters, she will pursue a PhD in mathematics. Vanessa was offered and
has accepted an assistantship with the Univer

Arturo Federico received a Bachelor of Science in Biology, spring 2011 and has been
accepted and is enrolled in Oklahoma State University College of Osteopathic Medicine.

These scholars put in hard work, dedication and displayed their talents and skills and we are
extremely proud of each and every one of them.

ODSA Receives the Ultimate Gift

Members of the Oklahoma Division of Student Assistance were recently visited by a national celebrity.
Author and speaker Jim Stovall addressed more than 150 ODSA members at the Spring Conference, with a
message of hope and inspiration. Mr. Stovall has overcome total blindness to become a national champion
Olympic weightlifter, the President of the Emmy Award-winning Narrative Television Network, and Best
Selling author of several books, including “The Ultimate Gift” which was made into a major motion picture
starring James Garner. In recognition of his many accomplishments, Mr. Stovall was named the Entrepreneur
of the Year by the President’s Committee on Equal Opportunity and was also chosen as the International Hu-
manitarian of the Year.

As the author delivered his message about overcoming obstacles and realizing dreams, TRiO profes-
sionals throughout the room were reminded of many students who are facing their own personal giants. To
many of these students, it is TRiO professionals who are responsible for providing the essential ingredients for
grasping the concept of hope and comprehending the steps necessary to achieve their dreams. As we listened
to Mr. Stovall’s incredible and encouraging journey through darkness, we walked away challenged with the
opportunity to continue providing The Ultimate Gift to the 26,000 plus TRiO students in our great state. We
are fully convinced not only that TRiO works, but also that we are the ones to make it work. On behalf of
TRiO students everywhere, thanks for all you do!
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URGENT MESSAGE TO SWASAP MEMBERS!

The SWASAP organization is in urgent need of capable individuals to STEP FORWARD and
announce their intention to run for President-Elect or Secretary of this great organization. There
has never been a time more urgent than now for strong leadership in all of our regional
associations than today. We all know the situation that all educational programs for
disadvantaged students are in as a result of the deficit ceiling just passed by Congress. We need
you to let your state SWASAP board members know that you will come forward and assume
your responsibilities to lead this region in the right direction. The current SWASAP board
members and I have great confidence that we will have several of you who will submit your
information to run for office in a timely manner. Please refer to the SWASAP website under
NEWS ("Call for Nominations!") to secure all information relative to the above mentioned
positions. Should you have any questions concerning the offices that are open for election,

please do not hesitate to email or call me as listed below.

Gratefully,

Robert L. Carmouche, Chairperson
Nomination and Election Committee

rlc1713@louisiana.edu
(337) 482-6831
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The Publications and

Technology Committee would
like to encourage all of you who
use Facebook , to become a friend
of SWASAPO6s Face
a great vehicle to share good news
with you and to stay in touch
between annual conferences for
many of us. We set a goal of
having 200 friends (at least) before
the 40th Annual Conference in OKC
in November. You can find us on
Facebook: SWASAP Southwes
Association of Student Assistance
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TRiO Trivia:

Curly, Moe,

Rock, paper,

Liswd, sghida g e

Algebra, Geometry,
Friends, Family,
Faith, Peace,

Planes, Trains,

Abraham, Martin,
UB, TS,

Programdand dAl i ke u

s 0.

Can you think of an individual or a
business who would be a good
addition to the exhibitors at the
conference? If so, please contact
{Amber Mitchell, 2011 Exhibits
Chair. amitchell@rose.edu.

The Conference Committee and
SWASAP Board is working diligently
to make this one of the best
conferences ever in celebration of
our strong 40 year history of
leadership in TRiIO. The more brain
power involved, the stronger
SWASAP remains! Get involved!

Things do not happen. Things are made to happen. ~ John F. Kennedy
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SWASAP

"1" iﬂ $ s -"rm f#"’"i i Student Leadership Conference
Q:}M' Ma * """ 4"@’ P September 30 — October 2, 2011

P}-\M‘**’M f\ﬂ’ f ey Riverbend Retreat Center
o Glen Rose, TX 76043

Registration and scholarship application coming soon.

Registration materials can be found at www.swasaptrio.org/blog
Register now and make plans to attend with your students!
Rosario Riley and Jeff Kahiden, 2011 SLC Co-Chairs

The Archives Committee is seeking historical SWASAP materials to be added
to the SWASAP archives. If you have older conference booklets, or other
materials relating to SWASAP's long and strong history, please email
electronic versions to Earl Lee at earl lee@subr.edu.

TRi0 Waorks!
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